
Calendar 
Highlights 

February 2 
Holy Communion 

February 9 
Confirmation Sunday 
Congregational Meeting 

Soup Sunday 
after 10 AM Worship 

February12 
Community Forum 
Mental Health and  

Gun Violence: Exposing 
the Myth 

Sanctuary 7:30 PM 

February  15 
St. Wilfrid’s Clinic 

Camden  11 AM - 1 PM 

February 11-14 
PreSchool Open House 

10am-2pm 

February is  
Per Capita Month

Hearts Open to Christ - Doors Open to His World
Glad Tidings

First Presbyterian Church of Haddonfield • February 2020

Pastor’s Notes 

Dear Family of Faith Members, 

My approaching retirement has encouraged church members 
to ask questions about what's ahead for our church family, 
 regarding the arrival of our new Associate Pastor, Nikki 
Passante, the work the Interim/Transitional Minister will do 
and how that person is selected, and my availability after 
April 30. So I'll spend the next couple of Glad Tidings trying to 
answer these questions and any others you may raise. 

I'll begin with the one that is most difficult for me to talk about with you, my 
involvement here after my retirement. With many good but hard to explain 
reasons, I will not be able to return in any pastoral capacity. I can't do weddings or 
baptisms or memorial services. Our West Jersey Presbytery makes it very clear to 
pastors and congregations that once a pastor leaves he or she is to allow the 
Interim/Transitional Pastor and then the next called pastor to establish her or his 
ministry without the interruption by or influence of the previous one. 

After 18 years I have become close with so many of you. I know there is bound to 
be disappointment for you and for me that I can't be involved in important events 
in your lives. I will particularly miss baptisms! But your next pastor will be here 
with you, and so will experience the great privilege of loving you and walking 
with you through your important moments and seasons. It won't be me. 
But I know you will love and care for the ones who follow me, because I know 
how much you have loved and cared for my family and me. 

Next month I will suggest some ways you can welcome Nikki, and encourage and 
support her  during her early transitions here. I have promised her, because of 
how well I know you, that she will find a home and a family of faith here very 
quickly! 

In Christ's peace,  
Bill             

Rev. Bill Getman 
Senior Pastor
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CELEBRATING BILL 

We will celebrate Pastor Bill's 
retirement on Sunday, April 
19 in Fellowship Hall after 
the 10 am service. Save the 
date for expressing our 
thankfulness to Bill for the 18 
+ years he has led our 
church. 
Let’s spend Bill's last few 
months at FPC showing our 
appreciation of his service to 
us. His birthday is February 
11, let's shower him with 
cards.

SESSION HIGHLIGHTS 
     Elders gathered on January 20th for the first Session 
meeting of 2020.New Elders were welcomed and everyone 
received packets containing the new Session manual. 
The following corporation officers were elected for 2020: Paul 
Nussbaum, President; Lisa Hurd, Vice President; Corey Crumley, 
Treasurer; Bob Hall, Assistant Treasurer; Alan Stedman, Secretary.  
Judy Blank was then elected Clerk of Session and Sara Watson 
Assistant Clerk. 
       Bill Getman used Pastor's Report time to explain the process 
of calling and welcoming our next Associate Pastor. Since she 
will be with us for only a brief period of time before Bill’s 
retirement, Bill encouraged all Elders to reach out to her on a 
regular basis, providing support and encouragement. Next 
month Bill will talk about what to expect with the arrival of the 
Interim/Transitional Pastor. 
     Corey Crumley presented the 2020 church budget. After 
discussion regarding the plans for closing the expected deficit, 
Session approved the Budget Committee's recommendation 
unanimously.  
     Paul Nussbaum presented the Finance and Property 
Committee report, first detailing the projects presently being 
addressed. He then asked for approval to convert the heating 
system in the Wezner House from oil to gas. The conversion will 
include the installation of two new furnaces and central air 
conditioning. Paul also presented a proposal for plaster repair 
and painting of the Sanctuary this summer. Both 
recommendations were approved. 
     The Personnel, Christian Education and Stewardship 
Committees all gave brief updates on the work each is 
accomplishing. The meeting concluded with prayers being 
offered for church members and friends.  

COMMUNITY FORUM  

Mark your calendars for the 
next guest in the series, 
Elaine Goodman, founder 
of the National Alliance for 
Mental Illness NJ Law 
Enforcement Training 
Program. Her topic on 
February 12 at 7:30 will be 
“Mental Health and Gun 
Violence: Exposing the 
Myth.”  

mailto:beewulf@mac.com
http://www.haddonfieldpres.org
http://www.haddonfieldpres.org
http://www.haddonfieldpres.org
http://www.haddonfieldpres.org
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                       MUSIC MINISTRY
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  Worship Participation Schedule 

  Cherub Choir   2/2/20 10:00am 

  Carol Choir  2/2/20 10:00am 

  Chapel Choir  2/2/20 10:00am 

  Thomas Sherrerd 2/9/20 10:00am 
  Choir 

  Whitechapel Bells 2/16/20 10:00am 

  Moore Bells  2/16/20 10:00am 

  Kirk Ringers  2/23/20 10:00am  

Community Church Choir Festival 
On March 22nd, the Chapel Choir and Chancel Choir 
will join with other church choirs of our community at 
the Methodist Church for a 4:00pm concert.  All are 
welcome and encouraged to give generously to the 
free-will offering.  Call time for the choirs is 2:30pm on 
March 22nd.  The Chapel Choir will also rehearse on 
Saturday, March 14th from 10:00am – 11:30am, and the 
Chancel Choir will rehearse that day from 11:00am – 
12:30pm.   

Our youngest choristers singing around the piano 
with accompanist Paula Meyer and director Nancy 
Ruth Wainwright. January and/or February is a 
great time for children to join choir! Children are 
invited to join us at Wednesday rehearsals: Cherub 
Choir 3:45 -4:25 for those age 4 – Kindergarten, 
and Carol Choir 4:30 –5:10 for 1st and 2nd 
graders. Contact Nancy Ruth Wainwright for more 
information: nancyruthw@comcast.net.

Peter Leibensperger 
Music Director

mailto:nancyruthw@comcast.net
mailto:nancyruthw@comcast.net


First Presbyterian 
Church 
Preschool          
... from the Director, Barb 
Sewall 

  
We found Mary and Joseph and all the animals 
in the stable for December – but what happened 

to January!  We were extremely busy in December when the January Glad Tidings are to be submitted to 

Betsy.  I forgot!  I hope you missed 
seeing what we do on the 
Preschool Floors.  A picture is worth a 1000 words, so this should catch you up to February: 
Reilly and Joshua Sewall sat among the animals for our Christmas Pageant; the Sanctuary was filled with 
parents and friends; there were caroling days for all ages; the Discovery Days classes enjoyed a trip to the 
Ritz Theater; and all the classes had a special visit from Santa and Elf William! 

We enjoyed January with Parent/Teacher Conferences and a 
visit from the Lions Club for eye examinations.   

February will be full with Summer School Registration 
begins- Feb. 10th for those children entering our classes in 
the Fall, … Preschool Open House – February 11 – 14, 10 
am – 2 pm …No school February 17 – 18… and Dr. Seuss 
Week – Feb. 24 – Mar. 2.  Come see the classroom doors and 
find your special Dr. Seuss Book.  
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A Letter to the First Presbyterian Church 
of Haddonfield Family:  

Your Associate Pastor Nominating Committee—Lisa 
Hurd (Chair), Kristin Carberry, Keith Kirsch, Bob 
Lehman, Delaney McGlade, Debra Nussbaum, Lindsay 
Sommers, Gene Spinelli— are thrilled to present to you 
our candidate for the position of 
Associate Pastor: the Reverend Nikki 
Passante. This comes at the end of a 14-
month, spirit-led process of 
discernment, as we have sought to find 
that exceptionally unique individual 
with the combination of gifts, skills and 
experience we need to help lead us 
through a period of transition following 
the pending retirement of our Senior 
Pastor, Bill Getman.  

After reviewing 170+ Personal 
Information Forms (resumés) and 
having numerous conversations with 
potential candidates, we believe that 
God has led us to Rev. Passante. She 
possesses the qualities the congregation 
deemed most important, as expressed in the Mission 
Study Report: strong preaching and teaching skills, a 
compassionate presence, the ability to connect with 
children and youth, spiritual maturity, the ability to 
bring people together and make the most of their 
natural talents, and strong skills in managing through 
transition. And we were thrilled that, from our very first 
conversation with her, she made it clear that our 
church possesses all of the qualities that she’d been 
seeking in her next position. She’s as excited about us 
as we are about her!  

Nikki captured our attention from the moment we read 
her Personal Information Form, which was the most 
articulate, intelligent, engaging document we’d 
received. And when we met her, in person we were 
immediately drawn to her warm and welcoming 
presence and her ability to connect with each one of us 
in a very sincere way. We attended a church service 
where she led in worship and were able to observe the 
way she interacted with all she encountered; truly 
listening, giving her full attention and extending 
personal warmth and friendship.  

Nikki is a true believer. God is front and center in her 
life, her choices and her witness. She’s a gifted 
preacher, which we discovered early on as we listened 
to many of her sermons online and then observed, 
firsthand, by attending her worship service. She 

demonstrates a keen knowledge of biblical text and is 
comfortable authentically verbalizing her message not 
only from the pulpit, but also in small group settings 
and Bible studies. She has a passion for preaching and 
teaching and will provide our congregation with the 
opportunity to explore, expand and deepen our 
collective faith so we can all reach new heights in our 

service of the Lord.  

Her primary ministry at her current 
church has been providing pastoral 
care and, as a trained Stephen 
Minister, she has proven to be very 
effective in this role. Her references 
spoke of what her ministry had meant 
to them in times of loss or personal 
struggle. She is compassionate and 
empathetic and her life experiences 
help her relate to those facing difficult 
circumstances. She has a strong desire 
to reach out to those who are less 
fortunate and will help us live into our 
vision of “...doors opening to His 
world.”  

She has extensive experience working with children 
and youth as a Christian Educator. Her strong faith, 
desire to make authentic connections and ability to 
mentor youth who are struggling or questioning has 
led to relationships with youth that have lasted well 
beyond the years she served as their pastor. Her energy 
is contagious and encourages involvement.  

But one of her greatest strengths is the experience and 
skills she’s developed by managing through numerous 
senior pastor transitions in the churches she’s served. 
Her references referred to her as “a rock,” bringing 
strong communication and listening skills, team-
building skills and compassion to those transitional 
situations that have been challenging in the 
congregations she’s served. Her willingness to take on 
this task at our church with little overlapping time with 
Pastor Getman is an example of the self-confidence 
she’s gained by successfully navigating similar 
situations in the past.  

We feel blessed that God has led this special person to 
us and are excited for the congregation to be able to 
get to know her as the APNC has gotten to know her! 
Not only will she help us manage through the 
transition, but we believe she’ll help us take on new 
challenges and exciting new paths in ministry as we 
move forward. As one of her references put it, “she 

consistently reminds us of what we are called to do!” 
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Rev. Nikki Passante with her husband Chef Marco. 

Biography of Rev. Nikki Perrine Passante  

Rev. Passante was born in Richmond, VA and grew up 
on a black angus cattle farm in Southern Virginia. After 
graduating valedictorian from her local high school, 
Nikki went on to attend University of Virginia and 
Virginia Commonwealth University, where she studied 
Foreign Affairs and Chemistry, respectively. 

 Nikki changed her major from Chemistry to Religious 
Studies after a profound spiritual awakening, and went 
on to enroll in a dual-degree program at Union 
Presbyterian Seminary in Richmond, VA, graduating 
with a Master of Divinity and Master of Arts in Christian 
Education in 2004.  

In the fall of 2004, Rev. Passante moved to Ashland, 
Oregon to serve as the Director of Christian Education 
at First Presbyterian Church. During her tenure she 
coordinated and partnered with volunteers, staff, and 
committees to implement church programs that 
promoted spiritual development for both children and 
youth. This included recruiting and training teachers, 
small group leaders, and advising on matters of 
curriculum and resources. One of Nikki’s greatest 
accomplishments is that many of these relationships 
still exist today!  

In 2011 she returned to the east coast to accept the call 
of Associate Pastor at Media Presbyterian Church. It is 
noteworthy that between these two calls that span a 
time period of 15 years, Nikki has served with 9 Heads 
of Staff. She has unintentionally served as a transitional 
pastor, as both of these calls experienced sudden 

departures of long-tenured senior pastors. A certified 
Interim Pastor, Stephen Minister and Stephen Leader, 
Nikki has proven ability to lead in the midst of 
transitional environments, providing connection and 
stability while bringing to fruition desired ministry 
outcomes.  

Her experience includes leading and organizing local 
and international mission trips, providing in-depth 
pastoral care and counseling, and additionally 
extensive experience leading and sharing in recovery 
ministries.  

Outreach is Nikki’s natural gifting, having led New 
Members classes for 15 years in both of her callings. 
She consistently cultivates a firm foundation for visitors 
and new members to connect easily with others and 
ministry opportunities within the church. In both of her 
previous calls she has developed new programs based 
on congregational need, while strengthening what’s 
already working and valued.  

Nikki has a proven ability to remain steadfast in her 
faith and committed to the Body of Christ in the midst 
of change, and is deeply convicted of the importance 
of living out a ministry of solidarity and presence.  

A sought-after preacher, Bible teacher, and pastoral 
advisor, Nikki’s ministry has focused on offering classes 
on assertive communication entitled ‘Speaking the 
Truth in Love: How to Be an Assertive Christian’ based 
on Stephen Series materials, and has taught courses on 
Religion and Spirituality for the psychology 
department at the Philadelphia School of Osteopathic 
Medicine.  

She has additionally taught a variety of workshops for 
the Presbytery of the Cascades, and served on the 
Commission on Ministry for the Philadelphia 
Presbytery, specifically working to bring qualified 
interim pastors to traumatized congregations.  

Nikki is looking forward to a new season of ministry at 
First Presbyterian Church in Haddonfield, New Jersey. 
Her husband, Marco Passante, is an acclaimed chef 
who hails from Milan, Italy. While Nikki feeds people’s 
spirits, Marco feeds their bodies! Nikki has two 
stepdaughters, Isabella (24) who lives in Oregon, and 
Chelsea (28) who lives in Washington, D.C.  
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CHRISTIAN EDUCATION 

CHRISTIAN ED CALENDAR  
February 9th - Confirmation Class Worship 
(Sunday School Preschool through 2nd grade 
only)  
March 8th – Third Grade Communion class begins  
April 5th - Third Grade Communion Sunday (Palm 
Sunday)  
April 12th - Easter Sunday - NO Sunday School  
May 17th - Teacher Appreciation Sunday/Last Day 
of Sunday School 

YOUTH GROUP UPDATE 
Youth Group 2020 has begun!  The kids have been 
very welcoming to me as their new leader and 
we've been having a great time getting to know 
each other and make new friends. So far we have 
written letters to our future selves, played Grog, 
and dodge ball.  We continue to meet on Sunday 
nights at the Lighthouse,  Middle School from 
5pm-6pm and High School from 6pm - 7pm.  The 
door is always open for new friends to come join 
us - we'd love to have you.  
**If you would like to receive regular updates 
about Youth Group events, please send your name 
and e-mail address to Gabrielle Heimerling at 
gabbyheimerling@gmail.com. 

LENTEN STUDY GROUPS will be forming soon.  
Please reach out if you are interested in 
participating in our 6-week Lenten Small Group 
Study/Discussion Book selection is currently 
underway and will be decided within the next few 
weeks.  

SUNDAY SCHOOL UPDATE: We are looking for 
teachers to help out with our 5th/6th and 7th/8th 
grade classes. Please know that no prior teaching 
experience needed and you will be given all the 
support and supplies needed for class. It is a 
wonderful way to serve our church community 
and connect with our younger church members.  

THIRD GRADE COMMUNION  
Starting on Sunday, March 8th, all Third Grade 
Sunday School Students will begin their 5-week 
long communion class to prepare the students to 
take the Lord's Supper together on Sunday, April 
5th. The third graders will become "catacombers" 
as they follow the sign of the fish and explore the 
origin and meaning of the sacrament of the Lord's 
Supper. Attendance in Sunday School is especially 
important during these four weeks.  For more 
information please contact Gabrielle Heimerling at 
gabbyheimerling@gmail.com. 

CHRISTIAN HERITAGE CLASS 
Join David Stedman Feb. 2, for Amazing Grace The 
Calvinist John Newton (1725-1807) Rev. John 
Newton was among the most influential 
Evangelical Anglicans of his day. He led a long and 
useful life and was foremost in attempting to end 
the pernicious slave trade about which he knew 
only too much.  

Newton ’s two great hymns of the Church are 
“Glorious Things of Thee are Spoken” which is built 
around 7 Biblical passages and in its 5 stanzas 
describes the people of God under the protection 
of their Savior Jesus and “Amazing Grace” which 
tells the story of a rescued sinner and rebel. 
Newton said: “I am a great sinner, but God is a 
great Savior!” 

Parish Register
Baptized

Cole Robert Boniello, 
child of Leigh and Anthony Boniello

Joined the Church Triumphant
Jon Mastin
January 21

mailto:gabbyheimerling@gmail.com
mailto:gabbyheimerling@gmail.com
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Cooking for Joseph’s House 
We will be cooking in the church kitchen on 
Tuesday, January 21st at 1pm. We will be 
accepting cookies from the Sweet Treats folks as 
well.   

Our future cooking dates thus far are as follows: 
February 25, March 24, and April 28. 
All cooking is from 1-3pm approximately. We 
deliver the food the next morning to Joseph's 
House. Any other questions, feel free to reach out! 

Thank You From Caring Hearts 
I am writing to thank you and the FPCH Mission 
Committee for your  generosity to Caring Hearts 
Ministry and the families we serve living with HIV/
AIDS through Cooper Hospital.   

You sponsored the Wish List for Manisa, McKendy, 
and their two children.  You have worked with us 
for quite awhile now, and your participation is 
deeply appreciated.  I am so grateful to have 
wonderful partners at the home church for CHM.  
Looking forward to being in touch with Carolyn 
next year as Mission Chair. 
   —Ilyse Janove 

St. Wilfrid’s Open Door Clinic 
Thank you for another successful service day. In 
January we were able to serve 32 people despite 
the cold and our volunteer numbers being down. 

Good news—the nurses’ room only needs some 
finishing touches and then the nurses can move in 
to their new home for clinic hours. Thanks to 
everyone who put in time for making this possible. 

Tina Tabasco needs help on the following days for 
Panera bread pick up: Feb. 7, March  6 and March 
13. Please contact her if you can help—
kitabasco@gmail.com.  

It’s that time of year when we are cleaning out 
closets, sorting out things and  downsizing. Please 
remember St. Wilfrid’s when donating your gently 
used items and toys.  

Here are the St. Wilfrid’s service dates for the next 
few months:  February 15, March 21, April 18, May 
16, and June 20. 

Opportunities for Mission

IHOC HOSTS NEEDED  
The men from IHOC will be staying at the 
Methodist Church parsonage from February 
9-22. Currently, overnight hosts are needed for 
the 9th-the 15th. If you are able to help, please 
contact Roy Probst, 856-547-5549. 

WINTER COATS  
We are collecting new and gently used coats 
for men, women, and children. Bring coats to 
the alcove behind the Parlor. 

VOLUNTEER TRAINING FOR INTERFAITH 
CAREGIVERS – Interfaith Caregivers is looking 
for volunteers. Help your senior and disabled 
neighbors to stay in their homes. It’s easy to 
volunteer. New times have been scheduled in 
for training –in February, the first Monday (Feb. 
3rd) at 2 pm, the second Tuesday (Feb. 11th) at 
6:30 pm, and the third Wednesday (Feb. 19th) 
at 10 am. All sessions are held at the Interfaith 
Caregiver offices, 20 Chestnut Street in 
Haddonfield. For more information go to 
www.ifchaddons.org, or call 856-354-0298.
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PRESBYTERIAN WOMEN
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Have you ever looked at the logo of Presbyterian 
Women? It’s a symbol created more than thirty 
years ago which illustrates our group’s mission. 
Three figures are shown in a circle, the central one 
raising her hands, forming a cross. The figure on 
the right appears to be holding a book while she 
studies or prays and, on the left, the figure reaches 
out to care for others.  The logo emphasizes the 
purpose of PW “to build an inclusive, caring 
community of women to strengthen our church 
and to witness to the promise of God’s kingdom.” 

Caring for others is a tradition of our group, a large 
part of what we do. During the past year we have 
contributed to various local charities through our 
annual pledges, memorial funds, bequests and 
sales projects such as the Coffee Project or the 
Strawberry Festival.  Our special mission giving has 
benefited Urban Promise, the Guatemala Milk 
Fund, Kid’s Alley, Interfaith Caregivers, migrant 
grooming kits as well as others.  An UrbanPromise 
student is being sponsored and a Kiva program is 
ongoing. 

We also participate in PW’s special offerings which 
benefit people around the world.  For the 
Fellowship of the Least Coin, monies are collected 
at each meeting and are sent yearly to be included 
with others around the world. At the same time, 
the women pray for peace and understanding in 
their community and throughout the world.  

The Thank Offering is more than 130 years old and 
was started as a day of prayer and thanksgiving 
when women were asked to contribute $1.00 “for 
the Lord.”  In the beginning, most of the money 
went to the missionary movement while today 
thirty-three percent is allocated to support 
medical missions throughout the world. The rest 
will be used for new areas of mission from project 
proposals as decided by a committee. 

The Birthday Offering channels funds to mission 
projects which are not supported by the General 
Assembly.  These projects include drug 

counseling, child care, agricultural development, 
elderly care and homelessness, among others. The 
programs must provide aid directly to people 
being served.  

Four projects are being funded this year.  One in 
Russia will help to construct a new home that 
provides facilities for adults with disabilities.  
Another, near Augusta, Georgia, will                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                              
expand their service space by renovating the 
second floor of their historic church building and 
adding an elevator.   In Payton, Arizona, the grant 
will help the Tonto Apache Tribe build a modern 
facility to increase the number of children they 
can serve as well as provide infant care, while in 
Minnesota, the Birthday Offering grant will help a 
community church renovate their building and 
expand their programming based upon the needs 
of their community. 

It is through our participation in programs such as 
these, and our contributions to charities closer to 
home, that we fulfill one of the promises of our 
purpose.  We are helping “to build an inclusive, 
caring community of women that strengthens the 
Presbyterian Church and witnesses to the promise 
of God’s kingdom.”  We invite you to join us. 

PW Meetings for February 

The CT will meet on Tuesday, February 4 at 9:45 
AM in the Church Parlor.  Following the meeting, a 
luncheon will be served for the church staff. 

Circle 1 will meet on Tuesday morning, February 
18 at 9:30 in the Hospitality Center.                  

Circle 3 will meet on February 18, Tuesday 
morning, at 10:00.  Priscilla Carrington 
(215-262-5904) will be the hostess.                                                                                                                                       

Circle 4’s meeting will be held on Monday 
evening, February 10 at 7:15.  Hostess will be 
Virginia Ritchie (856-429-9215).



PERIODICAL

Welcoming our new Associate Pastor. See pp. 5-6. 


